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Foreign Affairs and National Security
Excerpts from recent speeches by Governor Bill Clinton

We face two great foreign policy challenges today. First, we must define a new national
security policy that builds on freedom's victory in the Cold War. The communist idea has lost
its power, but the fate of the peoples who lived under it and the fate of the world will be in
doubt until stable democracies rise from the debris
of the Soviet empire.
,
And second, we must forge a new economic policy to serve ordinary Americans by
launching a new era of global growth . We must tear down the wall in our thinking between
domestic and foreign policy.
We need a coherent strategy that enables us to lead the world we have done so much to
make, and that supports our urgent efforts to take care of our own here at home. We cannot
do one without the other. The strategy of American engagement I propose is based on four key
assumptions about the requirements of our security in this new era:
• First, the collapse of communism does not mean the end of danger. A new set of
threats in an even less stable world will force us, even as we restructure our defenses, to keep
our guard up.
• Second , America must regain its economic strength to maintain our position of global
leadership. While military power will continue to be vital to our national security, its utility is
declining relative to economic power. We cannot afford to go on spending too much on
firepower and too little on brainpower.
• Third , the irresistible power of ideas rules in the Information Age. Television, cassette
tapes, and the fax machine helped ideas to pierce the Berlin Wall and bri~_g it down.
• Finally , our definition of security must include common threats to all people. On the
environment and other global issues, our very survival depends upon the United States taking
the lead .
.· Guided by these assumptions, we must pursue three clear objectives: , First, we must
restructure our military forces for a new era. Second , we must work with our allies to
encourage the spread and consolidation of democracy abroad. And third, we must re-establish
Ame6ca's economic leadership at home and in the world.
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